Preprints in Knowledge Synthesis

A preprint is the version of a research article that is submitted to a journal for publication and that has
(typically) not yet undergone peer-review. The sharing of preprints is valuable and popular because:

- Preprints are often more timely than published manuscripts. The sharing of a preprint can happen at
the time of the manuscript’s completion and are not subject to the 12 to 24 month lag common to the
formal publishing process. Indeed, in some disciplines, preprints and preprint servers are the norm — by
the time an article is actually published, it is out of date.

- It rarely constitutes a violation of the prospective journal’s copyright. Preprints can usually be made
open access and therefore available to all researchers regardless of their institution’s ability to pay for
access to the journal in which it is / becomes published.

- Preprints can be one of the few places that negative results and replication studies are made available
(as journals tend to have a bias against publishing both). Preprints are also less susceptible to other
aspects of publication bias.

Preprints fall under the category of grey literature and are frequently mined in knowledge synthesis projects.
Searching for Preprints

Preprints can be found in many different places, such as author websites, some academic databases,
institutional repositories, and services like ResearchGate. Like grey literature, they tend to just be everywhere
and anywhere. For this reason, it’s not really possible to find all of them, but many can be found by searching
dedicated preprint servers, some of the most popular of which are listed in the table below.

OSF Preprints (Aggregator) Preprint aggregator from many community servers

Europe PMC (Aggregator) Preprint aggregator that includes preprints from 30 different preprint
servers, including arXiv, ChemRxiv, bioRxiv, MedRxiv, SciELO preprints, SSRN,
Peer] Preprints, Preprints.org, and Research Square.

Google Scholar (Aggregator) Preprint aggregator produced by Google. Preprints can be isolated in
searching by using the source operator (source:“medrxiv”) or
(source:“preprints”)

Research Square Preprints Multidisciplinary preprint platform

Preprints.org Multidisciplinary preprint platform

SSRN Medical preprint platform

Peer] Preprints Multidisciplinary preprint platform

SciELO Preprints Science preprint platform

MedRxiv Medical preprint platform

ChemRxiv Chemistry preprint platform

bioRxiv Biology preprint platform

arXiv Science, math, engineering and economics preprint server
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https://osf.io/preprints/
https://europepmc-org/advancesearch
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.researchsquare.com/researchers/preprints?campaignid=12066272825&adgroupid=116383145196&creative=627717342606&matchtype=b&network=g&device=c&keyword=research%20square&gclid=CjwKCAjw__ihBhADEiwAXEazJiUJXfo_nsMZy2LoWzx3XGxiEJnuTbx0Ch8PLHI8ylxyF1qpnOa26BoCdz8QAvD_BwE
https://www.preprints.org/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/the-lancet/
https://peerj.com/preprints/
https://preprints.scielo.org/index.php/scielo
https://www.medrxiv.org/
https://chemrxiv.org/engage/chemrxiv/public-dashboard
https://www.biorxiv.org/
https://arxiv.org/
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