
Elements of a citation 

When working on both your reading researching and referencing scientific literature 
assignment, you will be required to format your citations using the guidelines in the Biology 
1017 referencing guide.  

This video will cover each element to the citations you will be formatting.  

Each citation will include authors, date of publication, title of article, title of journal, 
volume number, and doi number (if accessing the article online).  

Authors: This refers to who the researchers are who wrote your article. Begin your citation 
with the authors of your article. Be aware of how many authors there are as scientific 
articles are rarely written by a single author. DiIerent rules apply for diIerent authors. Refer 
to the guidelines in the Biology 1017 referencing guide for rules for each author.  

Date of publication: this refers to the year that your article was published. List the date of 
publication after the authors.  

Title of the article: Title of the article refers to the title of the specific publication you are 
reading.  

Title of the journal: this refers to the wider publication. Having a hard time diIerentiating 
between the title of journal and article? Think of it as a magazine. For instance, national 
geographic is the journal, that publishes articles written on diIerent topics. by diIerent 
authors.  

The title of the article is listed after the date of publication, followed by the title of the 
journal.  

If your article is accessed online, finish your citation with a doi number. DOI stands for 
digital object identifier, think of this as a more permanent version of a URL.  

If you have any questions about formatting your citations, please reaching out to me, Emily 
Connor Dafoe – your STEM Librarian.  

 


