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Learning Objectives:

• to remember basic library research concepts

• to know where to find book reviews

• to know how to appropriately cite 

publications to avoid plagiarism

• to know where to get writing help 
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http://www.lib.unb.ca/instruction/InfoSearch.html
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Page 5: Search 

Techniques

http://www.lib.unb.ca/instruction/InfoSearchSearchingDatabases.pdf
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Course guide…

http://www.lib.unb.ca/


It is important to learn the skill of “gutting a 

book—extracting its central argument—and 

summarizing it in one or two sentences”.
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- Robert Darnton, Historian and Harvard Library 

Director (personal interview: July 9, 2009)
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Making Appropriate Use 

of Publications: 

Avoiding Plagiarism



“If I have seen further

it is by standing on the 

shoulders of giants.”
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- Isaac Newton, letter to Robert Hooke, 

5 February 1676



New discoveries are usually built upon 

the work of previous researchers.
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The UNB Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as including the following:

“1. Quoting verbatim or almost verbatim from a source (such as copyrighted 

material, notes, letters, business entries, computer materials, etc.) without 

acknowledgment; 

2. Adopting someone else's line of thought, argument, arrangement, or 

supporting evidence (such as, for example, statistics, bibliographies, etc.) 

without indicating such dependence; 

3. Submitting someone else's work, in whatever form 

(film, workbook, artwork, computer materials, etc.) 

without acknowledgment; 

4. Knowingly representing as one's own work any 

idea of another.”
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To summarize, in academic writing, if you:

(1) copy or paraphrase another person's words

or (2) adopt their ideas or data, 

without giving credit by citing the source, 

then you are plagiarizing

—whether you had intended

to cheat or not.
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There are four major standard citation styles: 

APA: social sciences, and beyond

MLA: humanities

Chicago: humanities, especially history

CSE: sciences
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Kirsh, S. J. (2006). Cartoon violence and aggression in 

youth. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 11(6), 

547-557. doi:10.1016/j.avb.2005.10.002
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References

APA uses the author-date in-text citation method (Kirsh, 

2006, p.550). An alphabetical reference list appears at the 

end of your paper:
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Is avoiding plagiarism the only reason 

why you need to cite sources?
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There are other inter-related reasons why 

academic authors use citations:

1. Further reading

2. Provide evidence

3. Demonstrate knowledge

of the literature

4. Refer to a specific part of a

book under review



Avoiding 

Plagiarism 

Exercise: 

APA 

In-Text 

Citations
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Tips for 

Avoiding Plagiarism…
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1: Start your research early. 
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2: Get full citations when doing research. 
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3: Paraphrase properly. 
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….That doesn’t always happen. Famously, the president 

of Western Union declined when offered the chance in 

1877 to buy all of Alexander Graham Bell’s patents for 

$100,000, because he could not see telephony mounting 

a significant challenge against telegraphy (p. 25).



4: Cite any text copied word-for-word, 

and use quotation marks. 
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…. Whichever company establishes early technological 

dominance does everything in its power to maintain its 

first-mover advantage. Wu labels this effort, the “Kronos

Effect: the efforts undertaken by a dominant company to 

consume its potential successors in their infancy” (p. 25).



5: Properly cite images (photos, illustrations, 

graphs, etc.), statistics and other data, 

computer code, and music or video clips. 
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6: Use paraphrases and quotes sparingly. 
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7: Do not cite “common knowledge”.
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8: For specific help, visit the Writing Centre.
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http://www.unb.ca/fredericton/studentservices/wss/


We are in danger of becoming “a society of 

decoders of information, whose false sense 

of knowing distracts [us] from a deeper 

development of [our] intellectual potential.”
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- Maryanne Wolf, cognitive neuroscientist

Source: Proust and the Squid: The Story and Science of the   

Reading Brain. New York: Harper Perennial, 2008, p. 226.

[Obama video]
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Barry Cull

bcull@unb.ca

458-7057

For specific 

research help, 

contact the 

Research Help 

Desk or myself.

Citing & avoiding plagiarism

Information sources
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Survey

http://www.lib.unb.ca/

